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Abstract 

This paper provides a reflection on my progress to date in earning a Single Subject 

Credential and a Master of Arts in Education.  It focuses on Domain A of the Teaching 

Performance Expectations, which references the teaching of subject matter for conceptual 

understanding. An assessment of my strengths and needs are listed with regards to Domain 

A along with a discussion of potential competencies. Finally, a rationale is provided for 

selecting and completing areas of professional needs and goals achieved for Domain A. 
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Evaluate your progress in achieving competencies in your chosen TPE domain. 

After reading through Domain A of the Teacher Performance Expectations and 

considering my progress since starting the Single Subject Credential program with National 

University, I have realized that I have made significant growth in my professional 

competencies. Before enrolling in National University, I was involved with the Greater Los 

Angeles Mathematics Council (GLAMC), an affiliate of the California Mathematics Council 

and the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics, who provides professional 

development resources/opportunities for teachers of mathematics to improve their 

pedagogy. Since joining GLAMC, I have served on the Board of Directors for over five years, 

hosted over twenty conferences addressing mathematics education, and served on 

committees at the state and regional level. Aside from GLAMC, I have presented at 

numerous conferences throughout the state and at the regional level regarding 

mathematics education. I have worked closely with a number of organizations in helping 

them redefine their mathematics education program with regards to the Common Core 

State Standards. With that being said, I still feel that there is much to learn.  

Identify your strengths and needs associated within your chosen TPE domain. 

Strengths 

 Deep understanding of Standards for Mathematical Practice and NCTM’s Principles 

to Actions. 

 Explore concepts with students in ways that allow for multiple entry points. 

 Focus on conceptual understanding before procedural fluency. 

 Present concepts in multiple ways to accommodate different learning styles. 

 Create engaging lessons through inquiry-based learning models. 
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Needs 

 Continue to learn new theories and strategies for teaching mathematics.  

 Consistently implement a variety of strategies in all classes. 

Discussing potential TPE competencies to be used for your PDQP. 

As I create my portfolio, I have had the opportunity to consider what competencies I 

could continue to develop as I grow professionally. One of the more prominent potential 

competencies that I would like to continue developing is the acquisition and 

implementation of new theories and strategies. According to Costantino & De Lorenzo, 

“When used with other methods of evaluating teacher performance, portfolios can provide 

a broader perspective of a teacher’s full range of professional competencies” (2009, p. 7). 

I realized the importance of this a couple weeks ago when I was enrolled in a class on 

teaching geometry. It was the first time that I was exposed to the van Hiele model of 

geometric thought. While I may have used similar strategies, learning this model helped me 

understand the development of geometric thought in a much deeper way. It made it easier 

to plan different lessons for developing conceptual understanding 

Provide a rationale for selecting and completing areas of professional needs and goals 

achieved for your chosen TPE domain. (MCA 1) 

Domain A of the Teacher Performance Expectations focuses on the pedagogical 

skills necessary for teaching subject matter. For teaching mathematics, Domain A addresses 

the level of proficiency that should be taught in a positive learning environment that 

thrives on communication, critical thinking, collaboration, and creativity. In essence, 

Domain A addresses the Common Core State Standards for Mathematical Practices. With all 

that I have done to develop myself in this area, I feel that it is also an area of professional 
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need. As teachers and specialists continue to develop new strategies and explore new 

techniques, being current with these trends is critical to developing myself professionally. 

According to the National Council of Teachers of Mathematics (2014, p. 7), “An excellent 

mathematics program requires effective teaching that engages students in meaningful 

learning through individual and collaborative experiences that promote their ability to 

make sense of mathematical ideas and reason mathematically.” In order to do this, I must 

consistently work on addressing Domain A and TPE 1 which focuses on the pedagogical 

skills necessary to teach certain subject matter. 
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